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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

This Office Action is in response to a communication made on January 17, 2008. 

Claims 3-5, 17-19, and 22-23 have been cancelled. 

Claims 1-2, 7-8, 10-12, 14-16, 21 and 24 have been amended. 

Claims 1-2, 6-16, 20-21, and 24 are pending in this application. 

Claims 1-2, 6-16, 20-21, and 24 with the examiner's amendment are allowable. 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Dan Shifrin Reg. No. 34,473 on February 4, 2008. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

T. (Previously Presented) A method for configuring a path between nodes on a 
fibre channel fabric, comprising: 

modifying a world wide node name (WWNN) of a target node connected to a 
fabric by replacing a byte of the WWNN with a byte indicative of a slot number in which 
a port is located to generate a world wide port name (WWPN) of each port in the target 
node; 

querying a name server for addresses of ports of the target node; 
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receiving the addresses of connected ports; 

querying the name server for WWPNs corresponding to the received addresses; 
receiving the WWPNs of the connected ports; and 
determining an interface jd of each connected port, the interface jd 
corresponding to the slot number of the target node in which the port is located. 

2. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 
from the WWNN of a target node and determined interfacejd of a selected port, 
obtaining the WWPN of the selected port; 

querying the name server with the WWPN of the selected port; 
receiving the address of the selected port; and 
opening a session with the selected port. 

3-5. (Cancelled) 

6. (Original) The method of claim 1 , wherein the address of each connected port 
is a destination id. 



7. (Currently Amended) A storage area network, comprising: 
a source node; 

a target node having a world wide node name (WWNN); 
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a selected port in the target node having a port address and a world wide port 
name (WWPN); 

a fabric to which the source node and the target node are coupled; 

a data structure associated with the source node establishing a relationship 
between the WWPN of the selected port with a physical slot of the target node in which 
the selected port is located, the relationship comprising a byte of the WNN of the target 
node being a byte indicative of a slot number of the slot in which a port is located; 

means for obtaining the address of the selected port; 

means for obtaining the WWPN of the selected port in response to the obtained 
port address; and 

means associated with the source node for accessing the data structure and 
generating the interface jd of the selected port in response to the obtained WWPN. 

8. (Currently Amended) The storage area network of claim 7, further comprising: 
means associated with the source node for accessing the data structure and 

generating the WWPN of the selected port from an input WWfiN WWNN and 

interfacejd; 

means for obtaining the address of the selected port from the generated WWPN; 

and 

means for opening a session with the selected port in the target node in 
response to obtaining the port address. 
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9. (Original) The storage area network of claim 8, further comprising a name 
server, comprising: 

means for receiving a query from the source node requesting addresses of ports 
in the target node; and 

means for transmitting the port addresses to the source node. 

10. (Previously Presented) The storage area network of claim 9, wherein the 
name server further comprises: 

means for receiving a query from the source node requesting WWPNs 
corresponding to the transmitted port addresses; and 

means for transmitting the WWPNs to the source node. 

11. (Previously Presented) The storage area network of claim 9, wherein the 
name server further comprises: 

means for receiving the WWPN of the selected port and a query from the source 
node requesting the address of the port corresponding to the received WWPN; and 
means for transmitting the address of the selected port to the source node. 

12. (Previously Presented) The storage area network of claim 8, wherein the 
means for obtaining the address of the selected port comprises: 
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means for transmitting the WWPN of the selected port and a query to a name 
server on the fabric requesting the address of the port corresponding to the transmitted 
WWPN; and 

means for receiving the port address from the name server. 

13. (Original) The storage area network of claim 7, wherein the means for 
obtaining the address of the selected port comprises: 

means for transmitting a query to a name server on the fabric requesting 
addresses of ports in the target node; and 

means for receiving the port addresses from the name server, the received port 
addresses including the address of the selected port. 

14. (Previously Presented) The storage area network of claim 13, wherein the 
means for obtaining the WWPN of the selected port comprises: 

means for transmitting a query to a name server on the fabric requesting 
WWPNs corresponding to the received port addresses; and 

means for receiving the WWPNs from the name server, the received WWPNs 
including the WWPN of the selected port. 



1 5. (Currently Amended) A comput e r progr a m p ro d uct of a computer readable 
medium usable with a programmable computer, th e comput e r progr a m produ ct having 
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computer-readable code embodied therein for configuring a path between nodes on a 
fibre channel fabric, the computer-readable code comprising instructions for: 

modifying a world wide node name (WWNN) of a target node connected to a 
fabric by replacing a byte of the WWNN with a byte indicative of a slot number in which 
a port is located to generate a world wide port name (WWPN) of each port in the target 
node; 

querying a name server for addresses of ports of the target node; 
receiving the addresses of connected ports; 

querying the name server for WWPNs corresponding to the received addresses; 
receiving the WWPNs of the connected ports; and 
determining an interfacejd of each connected port, the interfacejd 
corresponding to the slot number of the target node in which the port is located. 



1 6. (Currently Amended) The program produc t computer readable medium of 
claim 15, further comprising instructions for: from a WWNN of a target node and the 
interfacejd of a selected port, generating the name of the selected port; querying the 
name server with the name of the selected port; receiving the address of the selected 
port; and opening a session with the selected port. 



17-19. (Cancelled) 
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20. (Currently Amended) The progr a m product computer readable medium of 
claim 15, wherein the address is a destinationjd. 

21 . A method for establishing a path between nodes on a fibre channel fabric, 
comprising: 

modifying a world wide node name (WWNN) of a target node connected to a 
fabric by replacing a byte of the WWNN with a byte indicative of a slot number in which 
a port is located to generate the name of each port in the target node; 

querying a name server for addresses of ports of the target node; 

receiving the address of a connected port; 

querying the name server for world wide port names (WWPNs) WWPNs 
corresponding to the received addresses; 

receiving the WWPN of the connected port; 

determining an interfacejd of the connected port, the interfacejd corresponding 
to the slot number of the target node in which the port is located; 

from a WWNN of a target node and the interfacejd of a selected port, 
generating the WWPN of the selected port; 

querying the name server with the WWPN of the selected port; 

receiving the address of the selected port; and 

opening a session with the selected port. 



22-23. (Cancelled) 



Application/Control Number: 

10/719,179 

Art Unit: 2153 



Page 9 



24. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 21 , wherein" the address of each 
connected port is a destinationjd. 

Reasons for Allowance 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
The prior art of record does not teach, suggest neither singly nor in combination 
the idea of modifying the world wide name of a node in a fibre channel with a byte 
indicative of a slot number in which a port is located to create a world wide porn name. 
Also in interview on February 4, 2008, that the computer-readable medium recited in 
claim 15 was not intended to cover non-statutory communication mediums. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kevin Bates whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
3980.. The examiner can normally be reached on 9 am - 5 pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Glen Burgess can be reached on (571) 272-3949. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a * 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




Kevin Bates 
February 5, 2008 




